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by my own thirds I care little about they like their Master are accustomed 
to such refreshing dips, but I am concerned to find that my papers have got 
a share; this occasions the loss of a few hours in order to dry them and we 
accordingly put up at 5 P.M. at the Grande Traverse. Passed a few Tents of 
Shewhoppes on their way to the Post, they had very few Skins appeared 
Wretchedly poor; were in great dread of the thick Wood Assiniboines and half 
breeds and had not a Gun among the whole party to defend themselves with. 

Wednesday, April 27 th We were on horseback this Morn 8 a few Minutes after 
3 A.M. and got to the Mountain House at 6 O'clock Chief Trader Laroque in 
charge who handed me a large bundle of Letters from all parts of the 
Country; they generally convey satisfactory accounts of the Trade except in 
regard to the article of Provisions which is more scarce than ever known, the 
Buffalo Hunts having entirely failed throughout the plains ... Here I likewise 
received the Hon** Committees Despatch of June last by which I am rejoiced 
to find that in some of my arrangements in the Columbia I have anticipated 
their Honors wishes and met their views. The accounts conveyed by this 
Despatch are most cheering & satisfactory ... 

... my wardrobe does not exceed 20 or 30 lbs which my Servant can carry on 
his back and I do not see why theirs should be more weighty; cases Baskets 
Tents Cassets and other heavy unnecessary Luggage may be dispensed with in 
the Mountain and therefore the Co y should be at no expence in affording such 
indu|gencies; half a Doz Pemicans is all that is required for the Voyage 
Westward which the Crew can carry on their backs and coming East a couple 
Bags may be transported in like Manner ... 5 Days are quite sufficient even on 
foot, I have done it in that time and at an earlier and more unfavorable Season 
than it was ever undertaken, forthermore I am ready to do it again and our 
Chief Factors & Chief Traders ought to learn to do as I do or if incapable 
through Age or infirmity of doing their duty and meeting the hardships & 
privations to which the Service exposes them, they ought in my opinion to 
withdraw and enjoy themselves on their retired Shares. After getting our 
Canoes repaired we embarked at 12 A.M. and proceeded to the foot of 





